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BUSINESS 


Charlotte’s winners, losers 
in the 2017 stock market 


LENDINGTREE 


Among Charlotte-area companies, LendingTree, the online loan marketplace led by CEO Doug Lebda, had the strongest year, with its shares rising 


more than 200 percent. 


BY RICK ROTHACKER 
rrothacker@charlotteobserver.com 


The long-running bull market 
for U.S. stocks continued in 
2017, and the shares of many 
Charlotte companies went along 
for the ride. 

Among 25 locally based com- 
panies, 17 had positive results in 
2017 through Wednesday’s 
close, according to an Observer 
review. Of those, 12 fared better 
than the nearly 20 percent re- 
turn of the Standard & Poor’s 
500 index, a benchmark that 


AMONG 25 LOCALLY BASED COMPANIES, 
17 HAD POSITIVE RESULTS IN 2017 THROUGH 
WEDNESDAY’S CLOSE, ACCORDING TO AN 


OBSERVER REVIEW. 


tracks a diverse group of major 
stocks. 

LendingTree shares 
performed the best of all these 
companies, rising more than 
232 percent in 2017. The com- 
pany, which matches borrowers 
with lenders, has benefited from 


improved revenue and diversifi- 
cation beyond mortgage-related 
services. 

Other top stocks were door 
and window maker Jeld-Wen 
Holding (+71.2 percent), chem- 
ical maker Albemarle (+49.2 
percent) and industrial con- 


© wore insive 


National winners and losers: Amazon, 
Boeing soared, but GE plunged. 4A 


glomerate SPX Flow (+47 per- 
cent). 

Snack maker Snyder’s-Lance 
surged at year end after the 
company announced a 
$4.9 billion sale this month to 
Campbell Soup, boosting its 
shares more than 30 percent for 
the year. 

The low-performers were 


SEE STOCKS, 5A 


JAIL DEATHS 


Of NC’s 38 inmate deaths this year, 
nearly half involved lack of supervision 


BY DAN KANE 
dkane@newsobserver.com 


In the early morning hours of 
Aug. 3, detention officers 
walked by Tony Edward Long’s 
cell in the Brunswick County jail 
six times, only looking in once. 
One of the officers entered the 
cell and took out a mattress, 
state records show. 

All during this time, Long lay 
on the bed with both feet touch- 
ing the floor. That was an odd 


position for a sleeping inmate, 
and when a nurse walked in at 
5:54 a.m., she discovered he 
wasn’t asleep at all. He had died 
shortly after midnight from 
pneumonia. 

Long, 36, is one of 38 inmates 
so far this year who died behind 
bars or at a hospital after be- 
coming infirm in a county jail. It 
is two shy of the highest number 
of jail inmate deaths since the 
state began tracking them in 
1997 — 40 deaths in 2015. 

In Long’s case and 17 others, 


state investigators found prob- 
lems with inmate supervision. 
That, too, is nearing the record 
annual number of 19 super- 
vision failures tied to inmate 
deaths — set in 2015 — since the 
state began regularly reviewing 
jail deaths in 2012. 

It’s unclear if North Car- 
olina’s increases in jail deaths 
are part of a national trend. The 
U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics 
has yet to release its annual 
report, which would cover the 
2015 year. 


The North Carolina agency 
that investigates jails has 
stepped up its probes. In prior 
years, the state Construction 
Section within the Department 
of Health and Human Services 
looked into roughly two-thirds 
of inmate deaths. This year, it 
will have investigated all but 
two of them. Five deaths are still 
being investigated. 

“We are looking into as many 
as we can possibly look at,” said 
Steven Lewis, who leads the 
section. 

In August, The News & Ob- 
server published a five-part 
series, Jailed to Death, that 
investigated inmate deaths in 
county jails. The series found 
roughly a third of the inmate 


SEE JAIL DEATHS, 6A 


LOCAL 


BELL TOWER 
GETTING BELLS 


N.C. State University’s 
Memorial Belltower will 
finally be complete — a 
century after construction 
began. 3A 


LOCAL 


‘WINNERS’ AREN'T 
IN SC LOTTERY 


Angry residents left the 
S.C. lottery offices 
empty-handed after an 
error led to multiple 
winning tickets. 3A 


BUSINESS 


EARLY SURGE IN 
PAYING TAXES 


Homeowners are flooding 
tax offices as they try to 
avoid the effects of the 
tax-code overhaul that 
takes effect in 2018. 4A 
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Wood-Look Prefinished Hardwood While supplies last. Product prices 


Laminate Flooring & availability are subject to change. 
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